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1.
All new principal investigators that will be starting up a laboratory within the Research D-Wing or in Building 16 must provide a chemical inventory for the Subcommittee on Research Safety (SRS) to review.  The inventory must be updated by laboratory personnel upon the purchase of new chemicals, and thereafter be semiannually submitted to Research Administration for review by the Research Chemical Hygiene Officer.  A form to facilitate tracking your chemical inventory will be forwarded to you upon notification that you are opening a laboratory.  All MSDS’s must be maintained in your laboratory and must also be sent to the Facility Safety Office, inner office mail code (001H).
2.  
The Chemical Hygiene Plan is located within the Research Service Safety Manual that will be provided to you as guidance for general safety issues within Research Service.
3.
Any laboratory working with biohazards such as but not limited to, recombinant DNA, carcinogens, human specimens or infectious agents, must submit a Biosafety Manual before performing research.   This manual will be reviewed by the SRS.  Example manuals can be viewed in the Research Administration Office and reference books are available.
4.
All individuals that will be working in or are responsible for a VA laboratory must complete the Biosafety and Biosecurity training before any work begins.  This training is entitled, Introduction to VA Biosecurity Concepts and is available at www.citiprogram.org.  A certificate of completion will be automatically generated to the Research Administration Office.
5.
The Principal Investigator’s Statement of Agreement for Research Involving Biohazardous Materials and/or Recombinant DNA (SARIB) must be submitted and approved by the SRS prior to the initiation of any experiments.  An annual renewal form is required to be completed one year after initial approval of this form.   If major revisions are indicated on the annual renewal form, these changes must also be incorporated into your biosafety manual.  The SARIB will be electronically forwarded to you upon notification that you are opening a laboratory.
6.
In addition to approval by the SRS and the R&D Committee, if your project will be using animals, humans or human tissue samples from the VA population, prior approval is needed by the Institutional Review Board and/or the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee.  
7.
The Data Security Checklist for Principal Investigators must be completed if you have not already submitted this form with a human or animal study proposal.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 425-6566 or at Lynn.Knickerbocker@va.gov.  Thank you.
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