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Rev. 01/13 - RAB       		Emergency and Safety Procedures

Fire:    	Remember R.A.C.E.		R = 	Rescue		Rescue people in the immediate area.
		“Code Red” = “Fire”		A = 	Activate	Activate by pulling fire Alarm & call 3300.
						C = 	Confine		Confine fire by Closing doors.
						E = 	Evacuate	Evacuate the floor; Extinguish if a small fire.

Injury:	Major - Go to VA Emergency Department if able or call (3333-Rapid Response).
Minor - Notify supervisor.  Go to Employee Health or Emergency Department.
		“Code Zero” = “Cardiac/Respiratory Arrest” - Call 2222 and start CPR.

Spill Procedures:		Remember: Call for help – Do not clean up without proper supervision.
· Biological or Chemical Spill:	
· Remove any contaminated clothing & PPE.  Use emergency shower or eyewash if necessary.
· Contain spill if possible.  Spill kits are in hallways near B103, B123, 103, 123, 203, and 223.
· Evacuate lab, close and lock door.
· Call Research Office (6528) or VA Police (2600) after hours.
· Remain near lab, and follow instructions from safety personnel.
· Radioactive Spill:
· Remove any contaminated clothing & PPE. Wash any contaminated skin with warm soapy water.
· Contain/shield spill if possible.  Radioactive spill kits are in labs B101-1 (plus survey meter) & B103-4.
· Stay at lab door until monitored for contamination.
· Notify staff in immediate area and Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) (5226 or #s posted on lab door).
· Follow RSO’s instructions.

Lab Security:
· Report any suspicious individuals immediately to the VA Police (2600).
· Report any lost or missing VA Research keys and/or swipe cards, or any failures of the Research security
doors immediately to the Research Office (6528).
· Report any lost, missing, potentially dangerous, or concerns about hazardous materials or radioactive materials immediately to the Research Office (6528) or RSO (5226), respectively.
· Unauthorized visitors or service personnel requesting entrance into Research areas must be directed to the Research Office on the 1st floor for assistance.

Waste Disposal Procedures:
· Biological Waste:
· Lab Pathological (tissue): Red bag waste.  Put in red autoclave barrel in 230.
· Lab Non-tissue: Red bag waste.  Put in red bags for EMS disposal. 
· VMU: Use red sharps containers in procedure rooms.  All tissue disposal in B114/B117 cold room.
· Chemical Waste:
· Collect waste in appropriate container.  
· Contact GEMS Coordinator at 6018 for pick-up and disposal.
· Radioactive Waste:
· Decay store in appropriately labeled & shielded containers/storage area.
· Call RSO (5226) for pick-up or decay in storage instructions.
· Sharps:
· Uncontaminated lab glassware: Put in large sharps containers in labs.
· Needles, scalpels, etc.: Do not recap needles.  Put in sharps container in your lab. Pickup by vendor is bi-weekly. Contact Research Office (6528) for schedule.

General Safety Rules:
· No children and no eating, drinking, storing of food/drinks, smoking or applying cosmetics in the Research labs.
· Do not wear sandals, shorts, short skirts or other similar clothes while working in the lab.
· As appropriate, wear lab coat, gloves, and any other personal protective equipment (PPE).
· Remove lab coat/gloves & wash hands before leaving lab unless transporting items that require them.
· Use secondary containment when transporting biologicals, chemicals and/or radioactive materials.
· Test your lab’s eyewash station weekly.  Document your test and report any problems (6528).
· Know the hazardous properties of the chemicals that you are using.
· Know where and what is contained in your lab’s MSDS and safety manuals.
