Requirements before performing research on

VA patients, clinical data or material
Before you begin any systematic study of patients or their records or material… whether for "Resident research projects", presentations at meetings, (including resident-day or resident research meetings), abstracts, or scientific manuscripts, communications or papers….
you need to obtain:
1. Up-to-date certification of the VA-required training in Research
Ethics and Good Clinical Practice, available on line entitled

Overview of Good Clinical Practice and Human Subjects Protection…     

    http://www1.va.gov/visns/visn02/research/education.html
2. Scientific review of a research proposal by the VA R&D Committee.
3. One or more of the following: 
a. A HIPAA waiver from the Chair of the VA IRB, 
b. Certification of exempt-from-IRB review by the VA IRB Chair,
c. Expedited approval by VA IRB Chair, or a full review by the entire VA IRB.
(If an analysis of clinical data is being performed for institutional QA/QI purposes, with no intention to make it public as generalizable information, it may not need to meet these requirements).

If you have any questions about studying any clinical material, you are encouraged to contact the Chair of the IRB, Dr. Jeffery Mador at 862-8629, or pager 459-9208, or e-mail mador@buffalo.edu or the ACOS for Research & Development, Dr. Stephen Spaulding at 862-6528 or by e-mail medspaul@buffalo.edu.
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